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•. With the move of the garage to the right side of the house you will note that the front
porch handrail, which would normally be on the right (and was when the house was 
in its original configuration), is now on the left for anyone coming from the driveway . 
and ascending the stairs. While this may not create difficulty for many it creates a 
great deal of difficulty for me. My left side is significantly weaker than my right and ft 
is almost impossible to two-handedly "haul" myself up the steps if attempting to 
utilize the left-side railing. Therefore, as my right side is much stronger and, hence, 
my "working side" and although sounding and .looking very awkward, I ascend the 
steps by placing my right hand and arm on the brick of the front of the house on the 
right side of the stairs and pull myself up .. .. . needless to say this is inherently risky 
and very hard on my right hand and clothing. 

• You will se.e my yellow vehicle in the position in which it is always parked in order to 
allow my son access to the left garage door to remove his personal vehicle when 
required .... this provides a visual reference as to how long a walk making the 
continual trips back and forth to the house with parcels/grocerie$ is for me. 

• PICTURE 2 is a picture of the steps leading up to the front po_rch. As you will see 
they fall far from being built to code and present a very real hazard to a mobility 
challenged person .... . both sets of stairs are the same. 

• I would ask you now to attempt to visualize the difficulty I have gaining access to my 
home, particularly if bringing any packages (i.e. groceries) home. On that note, I 
cannot carry heavy bags and for a grocery order that many might handle with four 
bags, I will need at least eight. Winter weather and rain make this already difficult 
procedure a virtual "living hell" for me .... I am soaked by either snow or rain and in 
constant fear of taking a debilitating fall. 

Upon arrival home and parking my vehicle I must make numerous trips from the car 
to the steps with my grocery bags, which I pile on the steps to the left (railing side) as 
I need a clear area to the right to pull myself up along the brick wall. After these trips 
are made and my vehicle secured I proceed to pull myself up on the brick wall and 
unlock the front door. Following this I must make a number of trips back to the steps 
to retrieve my grocery bags and bring them into the house. I am very anxious when 
doing this as I am bending over picking up the bags which have been placed on the 
left-hand side of the stairs and fear that I will tumble down the steps some day. · 

All of the foregoing is a physically punishing and dangerous undertaking. If a curb/ 
driveway cut were made where the driveway was originally located I could pull my 
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. vehicle straight in, right up to the house .... exit my vehicle .... retrieve parcels and 
enter the home on ground level, totally eliminating using the stairs and the incredible 
difficulty I am presently experiencing by having to do so. 

• Several suggestions have been presented to me as a means to alleviate my problem 
without the requested curb/driveway cut. None of those will offer any assistance to 
me at all, as outlined below ...... . 

Suggestion 1 .... put in a ramp. I do not use a wheelchair or a walker and hope that this 
will not become necessary in the foreseeable future. A ramp would provide no relief to 
the distance I must travel due to the number of trips I must make back and forth from 
my vehicle to carry in parcels and I would still need to push myself up using the brick 
wall. In fact, a ramp would be inherently more dangerous in wet conditions due to the 
increased potential for a slip and debilitating fall. 

Suggestion 2 .... run a sidewalk from the driveway across the front lawn in front of the 
garden and swing it round to the ground-level room. This would accomplish nothing to 
assist me in accessing the home in an efficient manner as it substantially increases . 
the distance I would have to walk while ferrying parcels from my vehicle to the far door. 
The longer the walk, the greater the chance of a slip and fall and a marked escalation 
in my pain levels. 

Suggestion 3 .... enlarge the existing driveway by cutting it across the front lawn and 
swinging it round to face the ground-level room which would allow me immediate 
access to the ground-level room. This suggestion would be, in my opinion, very 
unsightly and would, more importantly, be completely unmanageable for me. If the 
addition was to be placed low in the present driveway it would require two 
approximately 90-degree turns for me to end up faci11g the house and continue to the 
ground-level room. With the addition of the two trees on the front lawn any addition 
farther up the existing driveway would require a meandering course between the trees. 
In either of these scenarios backing out to the street when leaving the residence would 
be a complete impossibility for me as I have limited ability to turn my neck due to the 
degenerative progress of my condition. 

• I would ask that Council consider the demographics of aging in Niagara, since the 
passing of the subject by-law in 1981. In 1981 I was 37 years old ..... in the ensuing 
37 years the breakdown by age of Niagara's population is now shown as follows:-



·"If Niagara was a village of 100 people ... 21 would be O - 19 years old .. .. 23 would 
be 20 - 39 years old .... 35 would be 40 - 64 years old and 21 would be 65+ years 
old" https ://www.niagararegion.ca/health/statistics/demog raph ics/default.aspx) 

It's very clear from the above figures to see that in the not so distant future the 65+ . 
number will be a combination of the 40-64 year old group and the present 65+ group 
and the majority of this very large number of se~iors is going to require some type of 
assistance in their daily living. Given the move to keep as many seniors in their homes 
and out of our hospitals, due to the devastating lack of long-term care availability in the 
Region, anything that can be done to facilitate arrangements to do so should be of 
great importance to any municipality. 

IN CLOSING I would like to ask that Coundl members, when considering my request, 
take into consideration the needs of its aging population and how a simple exception, 
such as the one I am requesting, can manifestly improve the quality of life of your older 
residents. 

Relative to ·my personal issues, that consideration be given to how difficult getting in 
and out of my own home is for me because of a mere 6. 7 4 feet (2 meters) and how 
simply this could be rectified by the granting of the subject exception which would not 
have any impact on "visibility" or create any "operational problems" (3 .2.2.) by so 
granting. 

I thank Council members for their time and consideration. 

DIANNA M. CARLE 
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