












































-vehicle straight in, right up to the house....exit my vehicle....retrieve parcels and
enter the home on ground level, totally eliminating using the stairs and the incredible
difficulty | am presently experiencing by having to do so.

» Several suggestions have been presented to me as a means to alleviate my problem
without the requested curb/driveway cut. None of those will offer any assistance to
me at all, as outlined below.......

Suggestion 1....put in a ramp. | do not use a wheelchair or a walker and hope that this
will not become necessary in the foreseeable future. A ramp would provide no relief to
the distance | must travel due to the number of trips | must make back and forth from
my vehicle to carry in parcels and | would still need to push myself up using the brick
wall. In fact, a ramp would be inherently more dangerous in wet conditions due to the
increased potential for a slip and debilitating fall.

Suggestion 2....run a sidewalk from the driveway across the front lawn in front of the
garden and swing it round to the ground-level room. This would accomplish nothing to
assist me in accessing the home in an efficient manner as it substantially increases
the distance | would have to walk while ferrying parcels from my vehicle to the far door.
The longer the walk, the greater the chance of a slip and fall and a marked escalation
in my pain levels.

Suggestion 3....enlarge the existing driveway by cutting it across the front lawn and
swinging it round to face the ground-level room which would allow me immediate
access to the ground-level room. This suggestion would be, in my opinion, very
unsightly and would, more importantly, be completely unmanageable for me. If the
addition was to be placed low in the present driveway it would require two
approximately 90-degree turns for me to end up facing the house and continue to the
ground-level room. With the addition of the two trees on the front lawn any addition
farther up the existing driveway would require a meandering course between the trees.
In either of these scenarios backing out to the street when leaving the residence would
be a complete impossibility for me as | have limited ability to turn my neck due to the
degenerative progress of my condition.

* | would ask that Council consider the demographics of aging in Niagara, since the
passing of the subject by-law in 1981. In 1981 | was 37 years old.....in the ensuing
37 years the breakdown by age of Niagara’s population is now shown as follows :-



“If Niagara was a village of 100 people...21 would be 0 - 19 years old....23 would
be 20 - 39 years old .35 would be 40 - 64 years old and 21 would be 65+ years
old” htips . -

It’s very clear from the above figures to see that in the not so distant future the 65+
number will be a combination of the 40-64 year old group and the present 65+ group
and the majority of this very large number of seniors is going to require some type of
assistance in their daily living. Given the move to keep as many seniors in their homes
and out of our hospitals, due to the devastating lack of long-term care availability in the
Region, anything that can be done to facilitate arrangements to do so should be of
great importance to any municipality.

IN CLOSING | would like to ask that Council members, when considering my request,
take into consideration the needs of its aging population and how a simple exception,
such as the one | am requesting, can manifestly improve the quality of life of your older
residents.

Relative to my personal issues, that consideration be given to how difficult getting in
and out of my own home is for me because of a mere 6.74 feet (2 meters) and how
simply this could be rectified by the granting of the subject exception which would not
have any impact on “visibility” or create any “operational problems” (3.2.2.) by so
granting.

| thank Council members for their time and consideration.

DIANNA M. CARLE
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