






















Gail Todd from Something Else on West Street wanted to do 
a hands-on activity for Canal Days on the sidewalk outside 
her shop. 

The canvas during the summer art crawl was such a success, 
she decided to do one for Canal Days with canal days theme. 

Gail's Uncle Roger Evans built the 6x4-foot frame and Gail 
stretched/staple-gunned the canvas 

John Ballin (a prize-winner in the city's seasonal photo 
contest) was gracious to allow use of his image of an 
up bound saltie under the bridge, the JW Cooper pilot boat 
on its way to pickup/deliver a pilot 

John's son Jeff Ballin helped set the grid on the photo, 
measure the ratio to the canvas and with a chalk-line, we set 
the spaces -- 12 vertical and 12 horizontal (144 squares) 

Dave Joyce from Port Paint and Paper provided the latex 
paint. 

Palettes to mix colours were take-out containers from the 
Smokin Buddha 

The canvas was set up during Canal Days and people were 
invited to choose a square and paint away 

Some people were reluctant to choose a square other than 
blue for water or sky, but we showed them how simple it is 
just to follow shapes and colour in their squares, and they 



did it! A real sense of accomplishment, to be one small but 
significant ·part of a greater thing. 

There were often people waiting in line to paint, as only 3 or 
4 at a time -- hundreds of canal days photo albums will have 
a shot of this canvas in progress 

Participants can see it now on face book (something else port 
col borne) 

All ages, from all over: everyone [almost everyone] who 
painted a square signed our guest book: port col borne, 
welland, fort erie, hamilton, milton, guelph, london, 
ingersoll, barrie, toronto, buffalo, erie, philadelphia, new 
york city, holland, austria, japan, germany ... 136 in all (near 
the end, some people painted more than 1 square) 

The painting will be exhibited in city hall for a couple of 
weeks, then back to Something Else where it will be on 
display until someone loves it enough to make it their own 

If anyone is interested in purchasing the painting, it will help 
pay for the next community art canvas during the next art 
crawl event ... just contact Gail at the Something Else and 
make a bid in a silent auction 

Many thanks to the international collaboration of artists who 
helped create a canal days masterpiece 


